
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

Wednesday, December 7, 2005 
La Mirada Desert Park 

Activity Room 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 
Present: Chairperson Donn Loper, Vice Chair Dean Cerimeli, Commissioners Shelley Anderson, John 

Faramelli, and Ron King 
 
Absent:   
 
Staff present: Nick Pyle, Kira Peters, John Loleit, Reed Pryor, Doug Nesselroad, Leslie Clark, Jona Davis, Bill 

Murphy, and Judy Weiss 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Loper called the meeting to order at 5 p.m. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Chairperson Loper asked everyone to observe a moment of silence. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – Regular Meeting of November 2, 2005 
 
Chairperson Loper mentioned that the minutes showed needed corrections.  Commissioner Anderson moved to 
approve the minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Faramelli seconded and the motion carried with a vote of 5 
ayes and 0 nays. 
 
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP REQUEST – PHOENIX CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL / CHILDREN’S MIRACLE NETWORK 
 
Chairperson Loper stated that Phoenix Children’s Hospital requested that this co-sponsorship be pulled from the 
Agenda at the time.   
. 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR CITY CO-SPONSORSHIP OF THE 2006 JCC MACCABI 
GAMES 
 
Ms. Weiss, introduced the staff of the JCC (Jewish Community Center Valley of the Sun) Michael LeWinter, 2006 
Games Director, Karen Koven, Vice Chairman and Co-Chairman of the JCC Maccabi Games, and Paul Frishman, 
Associative Executive Director.  Ms. Weiss explained since this request was over the $300 amount that is allowed 
to be waived through the commission per the Co-Sponsorship policy.  This event will go to the City Council for 
final approval to waive approximately $8,700 in rental fees and $1,400 in out of pocket costs.  These games for 
Jewish teens will be held August 6-11, 2006 at various parks and school recreation facilities.  The ages of the 
participants are 12 to 16 years of age totaling 1,500 athletes.  Of those athletes, 250 teens are from the Valley; 
and there are 6 foreign delegations.  There will be 14 different sporting events with social events in the evening.  It 
is estimated that this event could bring in $7 million into Scottsdale area.  Commissioner Anderson was 
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concerned since it was in the summer what time of the day would these event occur and was the JCC aware of 
the possibility of heat exhaustion to these athletes.  Mr. Frishman advised the Commission that precautions have 
been taken into consideration, water is being donated, doctors and other health care professionals will be on 
hand.  Also, the outdoor games will start at 7:00am.  Ms Weiss advised the Commission the economic value this 
will bring to the City during an otherwise very slow time of year.  Chairperson Loper thought we should address 
the $300 limit in the future.  Ms Weiss advised that since this is a rare request if we should get another request of 
this magnitude we would follow the same procedure. 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved to recommend to the City Council, City Co-Sponsorship of the 2006 JCC 
Maccabi Games and to waive the fees and out of pocket costs.  Commissioner Faramelli seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
 
REQUEST EXTENSION OF SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT TERM FOR THE 3 SPONSORED AQUATIC CLUBS 
 
Jona Davis, Sr. Recreation Coordinator, Kira Peters, Recreation Coordinator and Nicholas Pyle, Pool Manager, 
briefly reviewed the eligibility criteria for these sponsorships.  A majority of active members must be Scottsdale 
residents (50% or more); Program must provide a recreation opportunity to the public; be non-profit in nature, 
provide insurance, and not displace any city programs or activities.  Part of the agreement-included that the City 
would provide use of pool and waive the pool operating and staffing costs.  The City also provides storage for all 
three clubs as well as marketing support.  2006 Sponsorship requests were received from Scottsdale Aquatic 
Club, Clavadistas Del Sol and Scottsdale Synchro Arizona. These requests are in-line with existing sponsorship 
arrangements with each club and are anchored by formal “working agreements” established with each 
organization.  Team President Janet Hennessey (SAC), Vice President Brian McMullen, (CdS), and Team 
President Ellie Tieni (SSA) provided a brief summary of their team accomplishments, financial activity, and team 
rosters for the last reporting period.  The three sponsorship requests are for use of the Cactus, Chaparral and 
Eldorado Aquatic Centers.   
 
Commissioner King was concerned with verbiage in the contract that reads “These expenses will be determined 
and mutually agreed upon by the Parties prior to the use and shall be paid at a mutually agreeable time.”  His 
concern was what if the amount was not agreed upon, it could lead to non-payment.  Ms. Davis advised any 
additional event costs are paid in advance.  Ms. Weiss also added that since these teams use these facilities 
almost daily it would be a hardship for them to not have use of these facilities. 
 
Chairperson Loper mentioned that since Cactus pool will be closed for 4 weeks in January how would this affect 
these groups.  Ms Davis did advise that accommodations are currently being made at Chaparral and Eldorado 
Pools; additional venues could be added if necessary to avoid any hardship this may bring also keeping in mind 
that public use and public rentals have priority in usage of these pools.   
 
Commissioner Anderson moved to accept the three sponsorship requests as submitted by staff.  Commissioner 
King seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR FEE INCREASE – SCOTTSDALE SYNCHRO ASSOCIATION (SSA) 
 

 

Jona Davis, Sr. Recreation Coordinator introduced Scottsdale Synchro Association (SSA) team Treasurer GiGi 
Swenson who requested authorization to increase the monthly fee by $9.00 and $18 (from $81.00 to $90.00 and 
$87.00 to $105.00). SSA has increased the hours of swim time and hours of coaching for the older girls by 4 
hours per month due to the increased interest of the swimmers to become more competitive.  The fee increase 
would go directly to cover these additional expenses. Approval of this request will bring SSA’s rate structure 
consistent with similar local and national synchronized swimming clubs.  
 
Commissioner Faramelli wanted to know how Scottsdale residents are advised of this club.  Ms.Tieni advised 
through flyers, Recreation Classes and Program Brochures, the Scottsdale Aquatics website also has a link to 
SSA’s website, word of mouth and advertisements at Cactus pools bulletin board.  SSA also conducts an 
introductory class called Mermaid Day that allows girls to attend so that they could find out if this is a commitment 
for which they are ready.   
 

Approved 01/04/06 
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Commissioner Faramelli asked if additional girls signed up would this increase still be needed.  Ms. Swenson 
would need 40 team participants to keep the costs from going up.  If scholarships were needed the interested 
party could request one.  Commissioner Faramelli also asked if the City was doing anything to familiarize the 
public to this type of sport.  Ms Davis advised that Aquatics offers dive lessons, swimming lesson and sports 
camps are held to introduce kids to these types of sports.   
 
Commissioner Cerimeli moved to accept the fee increase as submitted by staff.  Commissioner Faramelli 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   

 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT OF CURRENT EVENTS (A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K) 
 
Ms. Weiss advised of the great success Holiday Harmony on Sunday December 4th, Liz Hildenbrand and Terry 
Erickson worked with the downtown group, Mayor Mary Manross lit the Holiday tree.  Holiday Lights starts Friday 
December 9th at McCormick Railroad Park.  She invited the commission to attend either opening night or during 
the three week duration of the event.  She added that the Park Pilot Recycling program has been abandoned, 
after several months.  Contamination levels were not near acceptable levels.  On December 12th two new 
commissioners will be appointed.  Commissioner Owens commission expired in November and he has been 
invited to the January commission meeting so that he could be recognized for his dedicated service.  We will also 
be conducting elections on the January 4th commission meeting.  Pending projects that will be discussed in future 
meetings are Yavapai ball field complex.  We will have an open house at Vista del Camino on December 15th to 
discuss pending playing fields. Also, Grayhawk Community Park project, Boys & Girls Club is already on site and 
ready to discuss the layout.    
 
Ms. Weiss also showed pictures of McDowell Mountain Ranch Park and Aquatic facility continuing development.  
Chairperson Loper asked if we have received any complaints?  Ms Weiss advised we have received one 
complaint when debris was left on the street.  However the construction is working weekends and holidays and 
we have not received any noise complaints.  Ms. Weiss also gave information regarding the recent State land 
purchase and how that affected the loop drive at McDowell Mountain Ranch. 
Mr. Murphy advised of additional staff changes within his department.  Nancy Bates will be the new Administrative 
Secretary for Parks and Grounds Management.  She comes from the City of Phoenix where she has worked 
since 1994.  We are also going to be filling the Baseball Coordinator Position and CAP Basin Maintenance 
Technician II.  Indian School Park is complete, all fields have grass and the stadium field will be sodded before 
Christmas.  We are still on track for completion by February 1st and practice at the stadium will start on February 
12th.  Indian School Park will start practice on January 9th.  Revitalization continues, recently Scottsdale staff went 
door to door from McKellips to Roosevelt, Miller road to Scottsdale Road to discuss what the city is doing, and 
ending with a public picnic at Papago Park.  Plans for the next neighborhood canvassing is planned for Paiute 
Neighborhood Center or south of Indian School and Hayden.  Mr. Murphy noted the downtown area 
improvements and the efforts by his staff.  Poinsettias have been installed at the entrances to downtown.  Staff is 
also pruning trees in the medians to meet the 13’ 6” safety clearance, some trees were pulled and new plants 
installed in some instances due to safety concerns.   

Commissioner Faramelli asked if CAP Basin would be ready for the FBR.  Mr. Murphy advised that a parking lot 
where the Birds Nest at the CAP Basin site will be getting paved soon.  In the next 30 days a lot of preparations 
for the FBR will be taking place.   

Approved 01/04/06 
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Commissioner Faramelli also asked for a future update on the Indian Bend Road improvements.  Ms Weiss 
agreed to provide an update from Alex McLaren.  

Ms. Weiss also advised that Doug Nohren with 29 years of dedicated service behind him will be retiring at the end 
of the year.  The retirement party will be on December 21st from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at the Civic Center Senior 
Center. 

 
OPEN CALL TO THE PUBLIC  (A.R.S. § 38-431.02) 
 
Chairperson Loper called for any items from the floor or the Commission.  There were none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Faramelli second and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
With no further business to be brought before the Commission, Chairperson Loper adjourned the meeting at 6:42 
pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Gloria Bianco, Recording Secretary 
 
Meets established criteria. 

 
 

     
 
Judy Weiss, Director William B. Murphy, Director 
Parks and Recreation Parks and Grounds Management 
 

Approved 01/04/06 


